Welcome to Community Inquiry Labs (iLabs)
Version 3 Instructions: Part I

Welcome to iLabs - a free, web-based tool to help you and your community communicate,
collaborate, and develop a shared capacity for problem-solving. iLabs are a part of the Community
Informatics Initiative (CII) (http://www.cii.uiuc.edu/) which works with people to develop information
and communication technologies to achieve their goals and fosters collaborations across campus,
local, national and international communities.

iLabs software is developed continuously, through an open process of inquiry in which users
participate. People around the world have used iLabs to create interactive websites for school and
university courses, research projects, neighborhood action, and other projects.

This instruction guide with help you create your own iLab. Using iLabs you can easily insert text and
images, upload documents and images, create lists (such as bulletin boards, links, contact list, and
blogs) and PART | of the instruction guide discusses ways to create and manipulate your iLab using
the webpage. PART Il discusses ways to use style sheets to change background color and images,
change font color, change the size of fonts and bricks, etc.

iLabs: http://ilabs.inquiry.uiuc.edu
InquiryPage: http://www.inquiry.uiuc.edu/
Comments/Questions: help@inquiry.uiuc.edu
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FOR ALL BRICKS

Some steps for creating the bricks are the same. These steps are described below.

Custom Permissions for Individual Bricks

If you have custom permissions in your iLab, you will need to set the custom permissions for each
group when creating or working on a brick. Three examples for the Text Display Panel, Document
Center, and Inquiry Unit Builder are below. DO NOT GIVE THE PUBLIC PERMISSION TO POST!

Click Continue.
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Figure 1: Text Brick Custom Permissions
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[ Browser (These users can view files in this
document folder)

™ Publisher (These users can view and upload files,
but cannot modify or delete files)

[ Editor (These users can view, upload, editand
delete files)

F Browser (These users can view files in this
document folder)

™ Publisher (These users can view and upload files,
but cannot modify or delete files)

[ Editor (These users can view, upload, editand
delete files)
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Figure 2: Document Center Custom Permissions
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iLabs Home :: Instructions 2 Inquiry Unit Builder
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" Reader (Can view and comment on inquiny units )

[ Author (Can create inquiny units as well as view units
and comment.)

[ Administrator (Has full authorship/admin privileges
on all units)

¥ Reader (Can view and comment on inguiny units )

T Author (Can create inquiny units as well as view units
and comment.)

[ Administrator (Has full authorship/admin privileges
on all units)
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Figure 3: Inquiry Unit Builder Custom Permissions




Brick Box and Title

If you would like the brick box and title displayed, click on the box beside this option and click
Continue.

Arrange Bricks

In the last step for each brick you are given the choice to return to the iLab homepage or change the
position of the brick. If you would like to change the position of this brick click on the link. You will
be directed to a page similar to Figure 4:

You can Change the position A iLabs - Instructions - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Instructions on iLabs
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in the original column, use the Figure 4: Arranging Bricks

Red X to make one of the bricks disappear.

Green arrows: allows you to move the brick up or down in that column.

Red X: Makes the brick disappear. The brick still exists, but in order to see it, you will need to

add the brick to the display.

1 Unfortunately, when you make a brick invisible you can no longer upload or download
information to or from it. E.g. Every time you want to upload another document to your
document center or copy the shortcut of one of your pictures, you need to make the brick visible
then click on the folders/postings inside the brick. However, you do NOT have to do this with a
Text Display Brick because all of the information in a Text Display Brick is added using
Managing Bricks (see Managing Bricks).
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Notes

Arhe iLab Created Brick can either be deleted or made invisible; the information in this brick is
located in the Administration Panel.

Avou can skip to any step of the brick creation under the Setup Wizard Progress. For example, if
you do not want to change the text in a Text Display Brick but would like to change the permissions,
click 2 Set Permissions to skip to that page.



MANAGING BRICKS

Configure Bricks

This lists the titles of the bricks you have created. Clicking on a brick in this section allows you to
rework/change your bricks that you have already made. It will take you through the same steps that
you did when you first created the bricks.

Creating Links Within Your iLab

Not all bricks have to be available for use or viewing on your iLab homepage. Just like other
websites you can have a website with multiple webpages. To do this you will need to create links
from one brick to text or picture in another of your bricks. No matter what page you are on in your
iLab, the right column and top text (with the iLabs logo and your iLab title) will always be shown.

For example, on the Instructions iLab, | would like to create a Text Display Brick in the left column
with links to all the other parts of my iLab. | will first create a Text Display Brick with a list of the
bricks | want linked. Opening a 2™ web browser for my iLab (because this is more convenient, not
because | have to) | can find the shortcuts (URLS) to all of my bricks. To do this, click on each of the
bricks under Managing Bricks and copy the URL up to the end of the number (e.g.
http://ilabs.inquiry.uiuc.edu/ilab/instructions/4537). When copying the URL, you do NOT have to go
through all the steps for creating a brick, just hit Back in your web browser and nothing will change. |
will then return to the browser with the Text Display Brick, highlight the text that | want to be a link to
the URL, and create a hyperlink (see Text Display Brick in Part I). | will repeat this for all of my
bricks. After all the bricks are linked in the new Text Display Brick list, | will complete the Text
Display Brick and make the bricks that are linked invisible (see Arrange Bricks).

In Figure 6, all the text on the left is actually links to other bricks within my iLab. Comparing Figures
5 and 6, 6 with the links looks much cleaner.
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Figure 5: Before Creating Links

Figure 6: After Creating Links

This does not have to be done in list form. You can copy the URL for any of your bricks and link
them to text or a photo in any of your Text Display Bricks. You can also use this to create a return
link to your iLab homepage on your other bricks.
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Figure 9: Blog as a Link

Figure 10: Images Document Center as a Link
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REMOV'NG A BR'CK Instructions 7
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Figure 11: Removing a Brick



